THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
cumstances were given. The column was put in motion, and
General Schurz took his proper place at its head. He had
reason to assume, and act upon the assumption, that his entire
command was following him; if any of his brigades failed to
do so, they acted in disregard of orders,, or were stopped by
orders which were regarded as superior to those of General
Schurz. General Schurz had official information upon which
in the opinion of the court, he was authorized to rely and act;
that the Second and Third Brigades of his division had been
detached from his command, and were under orders direct from
General Hooker, which orders were in conflict with the orders
issued by him. In the opinion of the court, General Schurz has
fully explained his delay in going to the relief of Geary, and
his apparent disobedience of orders in this regard, and fully
justified his conduct in the premises, and consequently it fol-
lows that he has exonerated himself from the strictures con-
tained in General Hooker's official report." As to my vindica-
tion, the verdict could not have been more conclusive and
emphatic.

I was told that General Hooker felt the substantial con-
demnation of his conduct very keenly, and spoke of it with
intense bitterness. Although I remained under his command for
several months longer, I never saw him again until about fif-
teen years later at a dinner at the White House. I was then
Secretary of the Jnterior under President Hayes. General
Hooker had been married in the meantime, and, Visiting Wash-
ington with his wife, was invited to dine with the President.
The President, knowing nothing of our past difficulties, in-
vited me, too, thinking that it would be a pleasant meeting of
old war comrades. I noticed, after dinner, that Hooker sought
to have some private words with me,, and I could not avoid him.
"You know, General," he said, "that trouble about Wau-; the
